
+

by Robert Cairn ber
mbertcumber@thnitymirror.com

NEARLY a fifth of 15-year-olds
in Hounslow are believed to be
at risk of catching measles.

The shocking statistic emerged
yesterday (Thursday) as plans for
a national catch-up programme
to increase vaccination levels were
announced,

Hounslow has the highest rate
ofestimatedmeasles susceptibility
in north-west London among
16-year-olds, at 18.87 per cent,
according to newly formed
government body Public Health

England (PHE). The organisation
yesterday announced plans to
increase vaccination rates against
the potentiatly deadly disease, of
which there have been nearly 600
confirmed cases across England
and 68 in London during the first
three months of this year.

PHE, NHS England and the
Department of Health said the
new programme would aim to
prevent measles outbreaks by
vaccinating as many unprotected
10 to 16-year-olds in lime for the
next school year.

The programme will see
tailored local plans produced to

identify those young people most
at risk of measles and vaccinate
them at OP practices.

The spread of the disease,
which has reached epidemic
proportions in parts of Wales and
has been linked to one death so
far, has been blamed on
discredited research suggesting an
association between autism and
the MMR (measles, mumps and
rubella) jab.

Dr Yvonne Doyle, PHE’s
regional director for London,
said: “It is never too late for
children and young people to get
vaccinated against measles.

“Parents of unvaccinated
children, teenagers and young
adults who have missed out on
MMR should arrange for them
to be vaccinated by their GP.

“11 you are unsure whether
your child has had two doses of
the vaccine, speak to your OP
who will have a record.”

Murad Qureshi, chairman of
the London Assembys health
and environment committee,
welcomed plans to increase
MMR uptake in London, which
is the lowest in the country.
• Visit www.facebook.com/
gctvaccinatedEngland for details.
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